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TORCASO v. WATKINS, 367 U.S. 488 (1961) 367 U.S. 488 U.S. Supreme Court
TORCASO v. WATKINS, CLERK. APPEAL FROM THE COURT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND No. 373. Argued April
24,1961. Decided June 19, 1961. Appellant was apgted by the Governor of Maryland to the office ofNotary Public; but he
was denied a commission because he would not de€ldnis belief in God, as required by the Maryland Costitution. Claiming
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that this requirement violated his rights under theFirst and Fourteenth Amendments, he sued in a statcourt to compel
issuance of his commission; but relief was denie@ihe State Court of Appeals affirmed, holding that he state constitutional
provision is self-executing without need for impleranting legislation and requires declaration of a beef in God as a
qualification for office. Held: This Maryland test for public office cannot be enforced against appedht, because it
unconstitutionally invades his freedom of belief ad religion guaranteed by the First Amendment and potected by the
Fourteenth Amendment from infringement by the Stats. Pp. 489-496.

MR. JUSTICE BLACK delivered the opinion of the Court.

Article 37 of the Declaration of Rights of the Maryand Constitution provides:

"[N]o religious test ought ever to be required as aualification for any office of profit or trust in this State, other than a
declaration of belief in the existence of God . .."

The appellant Torcaso was appointed to the officef &lotary Public by the Governor of Maryland but wasrefused a
commission to serve because he would not declares Iielief in God. He then brought this action in a Mryland Circuit Court
to compel issuance of his commission, charging thtte State's requirement that he declare this belfeviolated "the First and
The Circuit Court rejected these federall Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution of the Uited States . . . ."

holding that the state2 constitutional contentions, and the highest courtfathe State, the Court of Appeals, affirmed,
constitutional provision is self-executing and reques declaration of belief in God as a qualificatia for office without need for
implementing legislation. The case is therefore pperly here on appeal under 28 U.S.C. 1257 (2).
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