Rezly o Warwliz (pars %/

(paving the way for Tight Spot 1)

Dear Natalia

ISy 4ilo Liyy cde 4/ pilw
Sal ama Allah A’layk ¢ Wa Rahmatan Minh Wa

Barak adt

You got in part 3 your first taste of what the ldelzed Jewish philosopher

, and the no less Hellenized early church fatHelgwing

his lead, used to callRational Inlerpretation of the Scriptives !,

It is my feeling, that there is little point in@mbering your mind or the mind of

any prospective neophyte in Islam, at this staggh @ther blatanantinomies and

fallacies and God knowdhey are Cegions !.

These false tendentious interpretations of Scrgstusinned, not only by

transgressing without retinue, the bounds of rafiy but went as far as to commit the

unpardonable sin of mixing twantithetic non commensurable worldviewsy



using one of them; thBagan’s worldview, as aneta — languaggin which they tried

to explain and expound théi6lical’s worldview!

This hodgepodge pedant syncretism, overlooked cetelglthe long-standing
quarrel, that has always existed betwBsligionandphilosophy even in Greece

itself, and long before the advent of Christianity.

Let us review the issues quarreled about;

says:

Homer (ca. 8th century BC) ‘..:'r and Hesiod(ca. 700 BC’ - have attributed
to the godseverything that is a shame and reproach among meastealing and

committing adultery and deceiving each other,....

A gutsy rebuke of the two prestigious poets of Geeewho’s mythologies about

the gods likezZeus’ M his wife Herd t( , Athen@ , Aphrodite, Ares

* Homer (ancient Greek OQunpog, Homéros) is anancient Greekepicpoet traditionally said to be the author of the epiogms the
lliad and theOdysseyThe ancient Greeks generally believed that Homeas a historical individual, but some modern schda
are skeptical. No reliable biographical informatioabout Homer has been handed down fralassical antiquity andMartin West
has said that "Homer" is "not the name of a histocal poet, but a fictitious or constructed name {
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer }

2 Hesiod Greek Mosiodoc Hesiodos) was an earl@reek poetand rhapsode who presumably lived aroun@00 BC Hesiod and
Homer are generally considered the earliest Greek paett®se work has survived since at leéitrodotuss time (Histories, 2.53),
and they are often paired. Scholars disagree abutio lived first, and some authors have even brougiém together in an
imagined poetic contesfristarchus first argued for Homer's priority, a claim that wa generally accepted by later antiquity {
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesiod }

3 Zeus (PA: /zjus/; in Greek nominative Zstc Zels,genitive Aiéc Dids) in Greek mythologyis the king of the gods, the ruler of
Mount Olympus and the god of theky and thunder. His symbols are théhunderbolt eagle bull and theoak. In addition to his
Indo-European inheritance, the classical "cloud-glaérer" Zeus also derives certain iconographic traifrom the cultures of the




ad Poseidomg, etc., shaped thereek’s pagan Worldviewand who much
to the dismay oKenophanesspend much of their time, not unlike Humans, uargels

and fights, or deceiving one another!

This adamant critic diythologywill be echoed two centuries later, by no less

famous a philosopher, th#kristotle® & @ (384 — 322 B.C.) himself, who

wrote;

ancient Near Eastsuch as thescepter Zeus is frequently depicted by Greek artists meaf two poses: standing, striding forward,
a thunderbolt leveled in his raised right hand, seated in majesty. Zeus was the child@fonus and Rhea and the youngest of
his siblings. In most traditions he was married Kera, although at the oracle obodonahis consort waPione: according to the
lliad, he is the father ofAphrodite by Dione. He is known for his erotic escapades;lirding one pederastic relationshipwith
Ganymede These resulted in many famous offspring, includiiithena Apollo and Artemis Hermes Persephongby Demete},
Dionysus Perseus Heracles Helen, Minos, and theMuses (by Mnemosyng; by Hera he is usually said to have fatherddes
Hebe and Hephaestus His Roman counterpart was Jupiter, and his Etruscan counterpart was Tinia. {
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeus }.

4 In the Olympian pantheorof classicalGreek Mythology Hera, (ronounced/hzsral or /heral, GreekHpa, or Here (Hpy in lonic

and Homer) was the wife and older sister @eus Her chief function was as goddess of women andrrize. Her equivalent in
Roman mythologywasJuno. The cow and later the peacock were sacred to Iara was born ofCronus and Rhea and was
almost swallowed but stopped due to a prophecyd:Hen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hera }

® Athena @ttic: A9yvd, Athena, or Adijvy, Athéne; Doric: Asdva, Asana;Latin: Minerva) is the shrewd companion dferoesand

the Goddes®of heroic endeavour{ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athena }

¢ Appodiry; Latin: Venus (pronounced/(zefra[darti/; Ancient Greek IPA: [ap #roldil Itez], Modern Greek [af o[ 18iti]) is the
classical Greek goddessof love, lust, and beauty She was also called Kypris and Cytherea after the placesCyprus and
Cytherg which claimed her birth. HeRomanequivalent is the godded&nus Myrtle, dove sparrow, andswanare sacred to her.
{ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aphrodite }

" Ares @Ancient Greek Apyc, modernGreek 4pyc [pron. "aris"]) is the son of Zeus (ruler of the gods) ancHera. Though often

referred to as thélympiangod of warfare, he is more accurately the god of savage warfanebloodlust or slaughter personified.
The Romans identified him aMars, the Romangod of war and agriculture (whom they had inheritdrom the Etruscang, but

among them, Mars stood in much higher esteem { Htgn.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ares }

8 Poseidon Greek Hoseiddv; Latin: Neptinus) was the god of thesea as well as ofhorses and, as "Earth-Shaker," of
earthqguakes The name of the sea-gddethunsin Etruscanwas adopted in Latin foNeptunein Roman mythologyboth were sea
gods analogous to Poseidohninear B graffiti show that Poseidon was veneratedmatlosand Thebesin pre-OlympianBronze Age
Greece but he was integrated into th@lympian godsas the brother oZeusand Hades Poseidon has many children. There is a
Homeric hymnto Poseidon, who was the protector of many Heltewities, though he lost the contest fétthens to Athena
Poseidon was given a trident during tlvear of the Titans and the god$ie fought alongside his siblings. The war last&@ years.
After the war the gods divided the earth among themives by drawing lots. Zeus took the sky, Poseitbark the sea, and Hades
took the underworld. Although Poseidon, unlike Haslehad a throne on Mt. Olympus, he liked to staydemwater in his palace
with his queen Amphitrite, the granddaughter of thigan Ocean. { http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poseid }




The disciples ofHesiodand all the theologianshave been satisfied with
explanations that seem to them credivil@Ut that make no sense to us !

For when they present the principles’ as “gods and say;

that anything that has not tasted nectar and amheos born mortal

it is clear that they are usingWOrdSwhich, though familiar enough to them
are eXplanations completely above our heads

If the gods take ‘nectar and “ambrosid for the sake of pleasure,their
doing so does not explain their being; and if ti@dsdo so for the sake of their veny
being,how could beings who need nourishment be eternal?

But why should we examine seriously the spuriouseom of myths?

We must look for information

to those who use the language of proof

and we must ask them why it is that if all things onsist of the same elements
some are by nature eternal, whereas others perisisge;Metaphysics 1000a5-23}.

Notice the use of FNE0IOQY as a Greek discourse in this textd will return

to it later}.

It is crystal clear, from these two excerpts, ttetse two philosophers consider

that poetslike; Homer and Hesiod when they invent their myths do not speak the

“language of proof but of mythology

So we have here a clear cut divide, between spgédkigthically” and speaking

“true” using the fanguage of proof.

° Aristotle (Greek Apisrotéing Aristotéles) (384 BC — 322 BC) was@reekphilosopher a student of
Plato and teacher ofAlexander the GreatHe wrote on many different subjects, includimpysics
metaphysicspoetry, theater, musig, logic, rhetoric, politics, government ethics biology and zoology

{ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotle }




Thus, for Aristotle, at least, anyone who does not use tr@ngjuage of
proof in his talk should be considered pejorativelyaset, not aphilosopher

) 10
He went even as far as to denounce his Mastaito
of such lapsesin some of his discourses.

, for being guilty

As we shall see later, Aristotle also argues thgh and Philosophy have many
things in common and his final position on these subject matters seems to suggest a
graded scale of argumentation with poetry stan@dinhgne extreme and apodictic (i.e.

demonstrative) proof at the other.

Aristotle quotes with approval the linBards te€l many a Cie" in his as in

his Metaphysic8Book1, part2, where he says;

Hence also the possession of it {Science} mighjubty regarded as beyond
human power; for in many ways human nature is imdage, so that according to
Simonide$"; 'God alone can have this privilege', and it ifitting that man should not
be content to seek the knowledge that is suitéhtolf, then, there is something in what
the poets say, and jealousy is natural to the diyower, it would probably occur in this
case above all, and all who excelled in this knogwé would be unfortunate. But the

divine power cannot be jealous (nay, accordingheproverb'bards™ tell a lie"), nor
should any other science be thought more honourtiale one of this sort. For the most

% plato (Greek ITidrwv, Platon, "wide, broad-browed) (428/427 B&E! — 348/347 BC), was @lassical
Greekphilosopheywho together with his teach&ocratesand his studenAristotle, helped to lay the
philosophical foundations af/estern cultur# Plato was also a mathematician, writer of phildscal
dialogues, and founder of theademyin Athens the first institution of higher learning in theestern
world. Plato was originally a student of Socrates] was as much influenced by his thinking as batwle
saw as his teacher's unjust death. { http://enpeittia.org/wiki/Plato }.

11 Simonides of Ceogc. 556 BG468 BQ), Greek lyricpoet was born at loulis on Keaho lived both in
Athens and Thessaly. In Athens he became famousefebrating the heroes and battles against the
Persians. He is said to have written some of tihgr@ms that were put on plaques at Thermopyle in
memorandum of the great battle between the Greettha Persians. One of them said "Here fought once
against three million barbarians, four thousandp@hnesian men." His last years were spent onySil
the court of the tyrant Hero in Syracuskle was included, along witBapphoandPindar in the canonical
list of nine lyric poetdy the scholars dflellenisticAlexandria He is the narrator and main character of
Mary Renauls historical novelThe Praise Singef http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simonides_of Cebs

12 A professionapoetandsinger as among the ancie@elts whoseoccupationwas tocomposeandsing
versesn honor of théneroicachievementsf princesandbravemen.In Homer and Hesiod, the bards or
singers éoidoi) are classified ademiourgoj that is, as "public" or "professional” craftsm@udyssey
17.383-85Works and Day&6). These bards thought themselves to be divinglyired. As Hesiod notes,
the Muses taught him the art of aoide, that isatti@f singing in verseTheogony22) in order to reveal
and celebrate the truthléthea 28) both past and future (32)




divine science is also most honourable; and thisree alone must be, in two ways, most
divine. For the science which it would be most nieeGod to have is a divine science,
and so is any science that deals with divine objeantd this science alone has both these
qualities; for () God is thought to be among the causes of all tlsnand to be a first
principle, and (3 such a science either God alone can have, or Godwaball others

All the sciences, indeed, are more necessary thiankut none is better.

But his developed view on that point must be soughis; Poetics(Chaps. 24-5),
where he emphatically says;

The generations of the gods are stars and planetsids and seasons, the
emotions of man and the evils which plague him, aife familiar Olympians. All in

all, it is an attempt at &8y Stematic theologwhich can account for everything
and everyone hitherto called divine and which endish Zeus as the chief god of
Mount Olympus

In theTheogony?, the gods are themselves the objects of concerhey are
often invoked to explain, not just the realm ofi@ct but the make-up of the world

around us.

In the cosmogonical passages just cited above wied of nature is explained;
but the gods and what become gods are the prinasigieexplanation, and this is

perhaps exactly what Aristotle has in mind when talls Hesiod;a theologian

Aristotle reminds us too, that the primacy of wdtad a long history before

Thates, of Miletus (625-545 BC) S particularly in mytholog§Metaphysics,

Bookl, part 3};

Some think that those ancients who, long before giresent generation, were

the firstto theologizehad a similar idea of nature, because they premehOcean
and Tethys as the parents of becoming and watethas by which the gods swore,
which these people stylede StyxX> for what is oldest is most honourable, and the

13 Theogony(Greek ©coyovia, theogonia= the birth of God(s)) is poemby Hesioddescribing the origins
andgenealogiesf thegodsof the ancient Greeks, composed circa 700 BC.tifleeof the work comes
from the Greek words for "god" and "seed". { httgxv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theogony }

1 Thales of Miletus® (@arfic 6 Mitoiog, ca.624 BG-ca.546 BQ), was apre-SocraticGGreekphilosopher
and one of th&even Sages of Greeddany regard him as the first philosopher in @reek tradition

while some also consider him the "fathesofence' According toBertrand Russell'Philosophy begins
with Thales." { http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thalgs

!5 The river across which the souls of the deademel, one of the five rivers in Hades. The nammes
from a Greek word that denotes both hatred an@edrcold, and it expresses loathing of death.dn th




most honourable thing is that by which one sweadlitanay perhaps be uncertain
whether this opinion about nature is primitive arehcient, but Thales at any rate is
said to have declared himself thus about the ficsiuse. Hippd® no one would think fit
to include among these thinkers, because of thetpadss of his thought.

For Aristotle the primitiveness and antiquity oétbpinion is questionable, but

themention ofthe0logYis noteworthy in view of what we considered earlier

Itisin Xenophane§h80|0gica|obiter dictathat we discover the beginnings

of philosophy as a discourse endeavoring to cothecabuses and practices of religion in

making statements about the gods.

Thus seen, Philosophy was not so much intendexipionging people religion,

than to purify it by rational defensible statemeattout the gods and rites.
According to Plato, Socrates says;

"Our first business is to supervise the productiohstories, and choose only
those we think suitable, and reject the ré@Plato’s Republic: Book?2).

This is because stories may contain many immorglcaiminal acts, committed

by gods that should have no place in Plato's isltdé.

Of these as inf{Homer, lliad 15. 187 ff (trans. Lattimore) (Greekp& C8th
B.C.)}:

"We are three brothers born by Rheia to Kronos, Zgand | [Poseidon], and
the third is Aides [Haides] lord of the dead menll #vas divided among us three ways,
each given his domain. | [Poseidon] when the lotere shaken drew the grey sea to
live in forever; Aides drew the lot of the mists dthe darkness, and Zeus was allotted
the wide sky, in the cloud and the bright air. Baarth and high Olympos are common
to all three."

epics ofHomer, the gods swore by the water&ifyx as their most binding oatRlesiodpersonified Styx as
the daughter of Oceanus and the mother of Emula¥iamory, Power, and Might. The ancients believed
that its water was poisonous and would dissolvevasgel except one made of the hoof of a horse or a
ass.

® Hippo (or Hippon, Greek “Innov), was aPresocratidreek philosopher of thgth century BCHe is
variously described as coming frdRinegium® Metapontunf? Samog®! andCroton™ and it is possible
that there was more than one philosopher withrtaise. {
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippo_%28philosopher%}




And we have Plato saying ifGorgias 523a ff (trans. Lamb) (Greek
philosopher C4th B.C.)}:

"Sokrates : Give ear then, as they say, to a rigite story, which you will
regard as a fable, | fancy, but | as an actual acod; for what 1 am about to tell you |
mean to offer as the truth. By Homer's account, ZgWPoseidon, and Plouton [Haides]
divided the sovereignty amongst them when they tabkover from their father
[Kronos]. Now in the time of Kronos there was a lawncerning mankind, and it holds
to this very day amongst the gods, that every mdmo was passed a just and holy life
departs after his decease to the Isles of the Bl@&&soi Makaron), and dwells in all
happiness apart from ill; but whoever has lived wistly and impiously goes to the
dungeon of requital and penance which, you knowgthcall Tartaros. Of these men
there were judges in Kronos' time, and still of &tn the reign of Zeus--living men to
judge the living upon the day when each was to liheahis last; and thus the cases
were being decided amiss. So Plouton [Haides] ané bverseers from the Isles of the
Blest came before Zeus with the report that theyirid men passing over to either
abode undeserving. Then spake Zeus : 'Nay," said Hewill put a stop to these
proceedings. The cases are now indeed judged itl @&ns because they who are on trial
are tried in their clothing, for they are tried ale. Now many," said he, ‘'who have
wicked souls are clad in fair bodies and ancestnydawealth, and at their judgement
appear many witnesses to testify that their livemvé been just. Now, the judges are
confounded not only by their evidence but at thersatime by being clothed themselves
while they sit in judgement, having their own soniuffled in the veil of eyes and ears
and the whole body. Thus all these are a hindrartoethem, their own habiliments no
less than those of the judged. Well, first of alhe said, "'we must put a stop to their
foreknowledge of their death; for this they at pesgt foreknow. However, Prometheus
has already been given the word to stop this innthéNext they must be stripped bare of
all those things before they are tried; for they stustand their trial dead. Their judge
also must be naked, dead, beholding with very sin very soul of each immediately
upon his death, bereft of all his kin and havingftebehind on earth all that fine array,
to the end that the judgement may be just. Now molving all this before you, have
appointed sons of my own to be judges; two froma#linos and Rhadamanthys, and
one from Europe, Aiakos. These, when their lifeeaded, shall give judgement in the
meadow at the dividing of the road, whence are tiw® ways leading, one to the Isles
of the Blest Nesoi Makaron), and the other to Tartaros. And those who comernfr
Asia shall Rhadamanthys try, and those from Eurogégakos; and to Minos | will give
the privilege of the final decision, if the othewb be in any doubt; that the judgement
upon this journey of mankind may be supremely just.

So in Plato’s Republic;Mythoi’ becomes subterfuges by which the state

leaders, teach children to be proper citizens utdfingpoets creating stories under strict

supervision.

Socrates says;



"We begin by telling children stories [mythoi]. Thesre, in general, fiction,
though they contain some truth(Plato’s Republic: Book?2).

And it comes as a surprise to discover tR#ato himself would create his own

myths to serve some of his philosophical or motappses.

The story of Atlantis was one of Plato's inventeghm, described in his
“TimaeusandCritias”

And to echaCephalug in Plato’s Republic, book1;

" For let me tell you, Socrates, that when a man tinks himself to be near
death, fears and cares enter into his mind which heever had before; the tales of a
world below and the punishment which is exacted the of deeds done here were
once a laughing matter to him, but now he is tormeted with the thought that they
may be true: either from the weakness of age, or bause he is now drawing nearer
to that other place, he has a clearer view of thedkings; suspicions and alarms
crowd thickly upon him, and he begins to reflect ad consider what wrongs he has
done to others. And when he finds that the sum ofifitransgressions is great he will
many a time like a child start up in his sleep foffear, and he is filled with dark
forebodings. But to him who is conscious of no sisweet hope, as Pindar
charmingly says, is the kind nurse of his age"

One important conclusion to emerge from theseioitatis that Plato always

distinguished, in hiRepubli¢ Gorgias andTimaeusbetweermythOS and Iogos

The former being characteristicajpoetical, whereas the later jadilogsophical.

Why did Theogony & Theology square right with Gressk

The Theogonyof Hesiod attempts to derive the Olympian godsfesarlier
generations by mere reproduction as in human oedung modeled on it, with the
possibility that Hesiod imagined a notion of becogiihat escaped the limits of

anthropomorphism.

But despite this effort at systematic theologyHesiod's statements about the

gods were anthropomorphic enough to deserve thmeldra of Xenophanes;



"Homer and Hesiod have attributed to the gods aliis that are a shame and
blameworthy among men, stealing and committing a@uy and deceiving each other."

WhyThere is No Theology in Islam

A’ﬂ“{, let me first, before proceeding any furtherglear some

hurdles of misunderstandings about Islam;

“Theology; as a field of enquiry inMonotheismis a purely

Pauline Christianinnovation, which has for subject; theature of

“Jesus Christand the associated clutter of unverifiable dogmhat the

different ecumenical councils and synods vote fas historical
circumstances dictate, and find its parallel pagan polytheistic

Greek theologies metaphysics

This fact brings forth three remarks;

Prreo

There is noTheologyin Islam, sincethe nature of Gods not a
discursive subject, as is current in Pauline Chiest’'s Theology or
Christology.

The same goes for Judaism and we know that Jewsarafeven,
from pronouncing the Tetragammatrori name of God; “YHVH”, which




some late Christian pronounce Jehovali, while the Jews and their

ancestors never heard it pronounced!

Becond

There is no 1slamic Philosophy either!

%Pauline Christianity, one can discern two current$ thought

concerning philosophy, as well as to phases;
The Patristic Phase

In this early phase two currents were known;

a) The Puritans, likeTertullian (155 — 220 C. -:), who
rejected philosophy because it was made obsolgtid
Gospels,

b) The syncretics; who borrowed profusely from Greec

philosophy and used it in their discourses, eititerough
the spectacles of Plato or/and through those of thieo
Platonists

This last current was responsible for producingtvitas come to be knwn dse

“Patristic Philosophy



Current, to which are attached names such as; Shidghe

Aeropagite §onverted by St. Paul who became Bishop of Athgn®t. Justine (100 —

o Sl

165), Clement of Alexandria (150 — 21 Origen (185 — 244 C.

, (354 — 43( ), ..etc.,

The Scholastic Phase

The contact oChristians with Muslims in Spain, Sicily and through the Crusades

brought home an awarness of the backwardness dt@mlum compared with Muslims.

And starting from the 1®century onward, another crusade took place, bt wa
hapilly concerned with translating the knowlwdgehdislims in every field of science

and other cultural matters, instead of trying toveat them anew!

This translated knowlwedge started as early ag 2tte century, and brought forth its

fruits for all to see.

In the most advanced countries of Europe, philosoplspousing ideas, either of

Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Zakariya ar- Razi (c. 850k i A Avicenna{Abi ‘Al1

al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd Alkh ibn Sna (L cnl dilae G sl e 5l )(980 — 1037)

N




the university of Padu#®™ , Italy and at the University of Paris in France,

creating latinized versions of these expoundeKsrekek philosophy

The Church, sensing the danger of the new challemg@s cultural authority, felt
concerned with this other facet of the transmissibknowledge from Islamic lands. This

in turn, brought a great revival of interest ingatle in Christian Europe.

In the mean time, the Arabicist translawilliam of Moerbekeworking from
Greek and Arabic manuscripts produced the firsinLainslations of Aristotle's works,

which was unknown to the early fathers of the Churc

This translation was commented laterThomas Aquina - , to become the

standard philosophical curriculum at leading ursitees in medieval Europe.

The church itself, feeling that it could not resis¢ new wave for long, made use

of the popular adage;
If you can’t beat them join them

And this is how the Church felt compelled to riddedf of its oldplatonist and
new- platonist’ garbswhich served her dialectics so well for more th@rcenturies, and
replace it by its antithesis; thehilosophy of Aristotle to become thedogma of
scholastic philosophly

This new paradigm which ironicly, as the two older ones, ust3e

pagan Greek worldviews explain theV € Dwill not serve the church so well

as did thewo platonist one®f old, since they will be challenged and rejecedn by all

the philosophers of the early modern period in Barsuch as; the ItaliaGalileo



, the Frencl‘Descartesé, the Netherlandish Jef¥aruch Spinoza

E and his compatriot the remonstraphilip Van Limborch (1633 — 1712)the
FrenchRichard Simon (1638 — 1712)he Swisslean LeClerc(1657-1736), the Brittons;

John Lock (1632-1704) , the deistAnthony Collins (1676 - 1729...etc.

Now, in contrast with this uneasy posture of thei€h through the ages, we
consider that;

g%@f@ born Muslims, who professed taze philosopherlike;

Al-Kindi (<) (796 — 873)Muhammad ibn Zachariah Ar-Razi (865-925Al-
Farabi (=4 (872 — 950), Avicennatg ) (980 — 1037), Averroesy/
<)) (1126 — 1198), to cite only the most prominentarg them never
spoke on behalf of Islam or were considered at aate it's

Porte Parole.

The more so, since they themselves, did not profeds guided in
their quest for knowledge, by thHelamic Epistemological Paradigmor
“Worldview (weltanschauurjg but rather by thefreewheeling speculations

Pagan Greek one

Thus, one can say, without being contradicted bgtbry, that they
represented a mere continuation of the Pag@mneek’s worldviewwithin

the variety of;cultures worldviews and creedswhich formed the general

mosaic of the cosmopolitadslamic Civilization



The only difference is that philosophgpoke now Arabic as its

Lingua Franca, instead of its Greek’s original veatular.

To resume;

All what | have just affirmed, concerningheology and philosophyfor being
both “des folles de logfsin Islam is not a subject for contention, sincéhis derives

directly from theCompleteness of the Islamic Epistemological Paradig

Suffice for me, to prove for the skeptics that ehelsilosophers (in) Islapas they
may rightly be called, who were mostiyysician by tradedon’t represent Islam to any

degree, or its Paradigm.

| review below, as an acid test, the avowed bebsfsoused by some of them, that

no true Muslim, would not consider asmathema

a) - The doctrine ofAl-Kindi concerning the humadoul is taken from
Plato (427 347 B.C) an@lotinus of Alexandria(205 — 270 B.C), not
from Islam,

- His division of the Intellect’, is a complete plagiarism oDe
Intellectu et Intellectd of Alexander of Aphrodisiaand ‘intellect’ as
a concept, is pagan, not an Islamic one.

b) - The divagations of Ar-Razconcerning things he could not
grasp or apprehend are many, but suffice for us taite a few of
them, just to convey an idea about how his intelléevorked.

He heldthat the five eternals are; God, soul, matter, sp=e, and
time!

Godfor him, has perfect wisdom and igure intelligence
{which echoes his tenor Plafy

Life flows from souls attaching themselves to matter!!!

Soulsremain in this unreal world until they are awakened by
philosophy to the real world !!!




He considered prophecy and revelation unnecessagduse
reason is sufficient!!!!

The snag is that reason failed him on all counts, ithout even
realizing!

C )- Al-Farabi was the first to try to make a synthesistween the philosophies of Pla
and his disciple Aristotle (384 — 322 B.C), basihgs understanding on a treatise
attributed wrongly to Aristotle!, and entitled; “Teology of Aristotle” !. The book wa
in fact an extract from the “Enneads ( IV-VI)” of Rotinus.

10]

Ur

- Concerning the creation of the Universe, Al-Farabspoused, the speculation of h
Master Aristotle on the eternity of the world!., hahe Quranic assertion of the
creation NIHILO

- For Al-Farabi God knows only a limited number ofniversals, and does Know th

is

d) - Thegod of Avicenna is in essence tlgod of Plotinus, not the God announced i
the Qur'an!

- He prefers to call higgod the “Necessary Being”!!

- He, like Al Farabi espouses Aristotle’s false spétions concerning the eternity o
the World!!!

e) —For Averroes of CordobgAristotle in anEngel sent byGod
to teachReason! to humanity!

- Averroes tried vainly to show in one of his treatise eetit|
“On the accordance of religion and Philosophythat no
incompatibility exists between philosophy and Rielig!, which is

a blatant anachronism!

- He espouses, as his peers concerningptinean Sou) the

speculative non founded vagaries of his tehastotle




%Wiifﬁof this evidence, one can only express dismay and

amusement at these crazy unfounded freewheelingdgms, emanating
from these self proclaimed rationalists!!, who wer®t ashamed to think
of themselves as being the paragons of rationality receptacles of
wisdom and the depositories of knowledge, whileitlpedantic

knowledge is manifest and could be easily falsified

And one may concludes easily, that were it not, the other more
practical subjects of enquiries, to witch philosoplserved as an umbrella
during that period of time such as; mathematics, digne, anatomy,
astronomy, embryology, geography, geology, meteamy) physics, zoology,etc, who
would have bothered to ask such controversial minds

Fercrp-

There is noSufism in Islam either

Suffice to mention here that the first man ever, to bé&edaSufi was
a certainAbu Hashim (death; 160 a.h/ 776 c.e.) of Kufa, about whom not

much is known!

Some of them started gathering at a monastery lesttatd by a

wealthy Christian at Ramlah in Palestine.

But it spread also to Khurasan, where the influesfdduddhism was
felt. The influence otbrahim ibn Adham (d. 162 a.h/777) recommended

other-worldliness, celibacy, and poverty.



He believed that the true saint covets nothinghia world nor in the
next but is devoted only to God. He found that byming poverty one
should not consider marriage, since one could ulbll the needs of a wife.

Adham said; that when a Sufi marries, he boards a shpwhen he

gets a child, his asceticism shipwrecks!.

A teaching, completely at odds with Islam and tloeled of the
Prophet.

Thus, as was the case féthilosophy which is Greek irorigin

and essenceso wasSufiSm, which bears the unmistaken stamps of the

Hindu ascetical loreand praxis ,which also found itsArabic expressionn

the Civilization of Islam, to win a day!

In fact, both;” Philosophy ‘and “Sufism” precededslam in the
lands conquered to the new faith, and continuediie their precedent

lives unbothered, save for the changing of the liryfranca.

| cite below as evidence for this second

assertion the followingwo concordant testimonies from the two

leading renown jurists of Hijaz; Imamla’afar As-Sadig(death; 148
a.h/765 c.el and ImamMalik Ibn Anas (death; 179 a.h/795 c.e) to prove
that neither the companions of the Prophet (P.B.U,Hhor the next

7 Cited by Ahmad bin Mohammad Al-Ardab (/¥ tase oo 1aa)) (death; 993 a.h/1585 c.e) in “Hadikat Ash-Shia’alf <éns
4eudl) "The Shiite’s Garden” , p. 578, published by; “Intiira t kully” (- <LLi%), Tehran, and reported also in; “Al Imamah
Wa At-Tabsirah Min AlHayrah” (dsad g 5 ey Lale¥) of Abu Al-Hussein, Ali Bin Al-Hussein Bin Al Babwaih Al Qommi
(death; 329 a.h/940 c.e) in; published by “Mu'assat Al Albayt” ("< sbay <ol Jfdwwsd), p. 88, Beirut, Lebanon, second
printing, 1412 a.h/1992 c.e., and alsby Ash-Sheikh al-Hurr al-A’ameli, in "Al-lthna Ashareyyah" (dusde ¥); p 33.



generation of the followers ever heard o

“Sufi” and that it is only around mid sec

r new abdhe thing called;

ond century tfe Islamic Era,

that these two Imams took notice of this né&id’a (Innovation).

The Ja’fari narration goes as follows;

Narrated; Ali lbn Al-Hussein lbn
Musa Ibn Babuayh Al-Qummi {death;
329 a.h/940 c.e) considered trustworthy
Shi'a}*® in his book “Qorb Al Isnad”,
from Sa’'d Ibn Abdullah {(death betweer
299 — 301 a.h/911 — 913 c.e) conside
trustworthy by Shi'a}, from Muhammad
Ibn Abdul-Jabbar {death; unknown)
considered trustworthy by Shia from
Imam Al Hasan Al A'skary fhe 11" imam
of Shi'a (death; 260 a.h/873 c.k)that the
latter said;

Abu Abdullah Ja’afar {Surnamed;
As-Sadiq, the 8 Imam of the twelvers Shia

(death; 148 a.h/765 c}e Ibn Muhammad
{Surnamed; As-Bagir, the B Imam of the
twelver's Shi'a (death; 114 a.h/732 clewas
asked concerning Abu Hashim Al Kuf
the Sufi?

He said;
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329 1)} il Ag iy O i 5a
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He is of a severely corrupt A’'gidah (Creed) ar
he is the one who has invented a new dhab
(doctrine) called “Sufism”, which he uses as &

nd

n

abode for his devious “Agidah."

| have added to the original Arabic text, betweemo brackets, the bio and critical data about timarrator , as to his

trustiness,...etc.

191 have added to the original translated Arabic teboetween two brackets, the bio and criticalaabout the narrator , as to his

trustiness,...etc




The Maliki’s narration goes as follow’;

Narrated At-Tanniss{(Abdullah Ibn Yusuf At- IRIREN
Tannissi (death; 218 a.h/833 c.e)The most LS » JU )
trustworthy narrator of the “Muwdta’™ of Imam tilawsy cdllla 2ic
Malik}; O JUE 4 g
Lisie - puai Jo/
We were in Malik’'s house with his companions gl S a2 43
surrounding him and a marfrom Nisibin®* { an Cslsty i gualt?
EanC|ent city known for its monastic life JUJ-'AQPJD,-JS
Nisbis sllla JUEb o gcd
" fad d{,l,x-uil-
} said; Yol -
£ ab Cpilaal 2 8 -

We have §n Nisibin} people called; Sufi”, They eat Golidapd Y 2l -

much, start singing poetry, then stand up and danc “:a:vf%f
Malik said; ” fjafdf .
- 4 . p
Are they kids : o Jads 2wy Jaf
-He answered; No, L cda U U
- Are they possessed? S . d

_ . s ad G 9ISl
-He answered; No, they are aged, and beside matur ~ ~ i g gl i
-1 have never heard of any one| _;; ;. ;.
professing Islam doing this! ] ed-‘we“ 5
-And a man said to Malikithey eat, then stand up t ‘/“PJR}-@;J

dance madly — that is with energy and force —sonfie ;5. stiis otaé
, . PAe A

them beat their heads, others their face, A jia Jid6

Malik smiled, stood up and entered his quarters.

Isn’t it strange!;

That all past and contemporary Sufis orders, stithntinue to claim

to have inherited their woolergarbS from one or another of the
companions of the Prophet (P.B.U.H) !

20 cadi A'yyadh; “Tartib Al Madariq” (2; 53), publisted by the Ministry of endowment, Morocco.
2L An ancient city fought for by the Byzantines ahd Persians.



A mythical claim, not unlike many others, which arhard to die, as

long as there are credulous men and women who amene to be enticel
by such fairy tails

Notice

ﬁf/ that these two narrations, which originated both Hijaz,
have both continuous chains of trusty narrators, o their respective

contemporary Hijazi Imams.

%f@ﬁéﬁhe Maliki’s narration traveled west to; North

Africa and Spain, while the Ja’afari’'s migrated E4a$o Baghdad before

settling in Qum in Iran,

g%f}%?that this description of the Sufis reported byetpupil

of Malik in the second century of Hijra is true tthe minute details, as the

accompanying left picture shows
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Also, compare the head covers of the whirling Dehes of
Cappadocia (south Turkey), with those of their aant Hittite soldiers
above them, shown on the cover of our book entitléSplash dashes of
Jurists, who's mastery of Hadith is mixed; Abu HaohAl-Ghazaly and
lbn Toumert, the Muahhiddi as example§ Cuialf 4 agic Ly plgdil cilabsd
Madgai gdn gall & pagi G gigally RN dala gf 23] jaa deldy iy ), and the

recurrent theme shown in the cemetery of Cappadaeniddle),

That’s why, in one hand, it is no correct to speakan “Islamic

Philosophy or an “Islamic Sufisn?, since such entities have no

dwelling in Islam fare Hors Logisas the French would say)

But, it is correct on the other hand to say that?hilosophy and
“Philosophers in Islam, or; “Sufisn™ and “ Sufis’ in Islam, not limiting
such generic designation, exclusively to those wirere born Muslim or
bore Islamic names, but as a generic extended desiign to encompass

all those who produced their work in Arabic undere General Islamic

epistemological Paradigmunderstood a€ivilization, or Worldview

Needless to say, that all minorities, irrespectofetheir profession
of faith, Qualify rightly to this generic designain, exactly as do their
Muslim peers, since this is @ultural trait of the Islamic civilization
not areligious denominatoydue to the universality of Islamand

its recognition of the right of all humans to choegheir creedor be

different.



These points understood, what can we now make efftrced

interpretation of Philo; The Philosophizing Jewish theologién

Common sense, if Philo was not blinded by his érto speculate,
just for the sake of speculating, would have died to him; that in the
case at hand, no assertion, either positive or atge, should be made,

le.

He should have refrained from speculating on thisgnot accessible

to his intellect, and be in a state of completeptasia”, as not to affirm

or deny anything on a subject not open to human ey

This suspension of judgment is due to thenpotence and
powerlessness of our faculty to know, since no Bbrtinferences or

analogies are possible.

And no doubt, that philo, as many of his peers, twy; Jews

Christiansor Moslems took the wrong course in dealing with such an
Issue, since common sense dictates that beforeingethimself upon
enquiries of that nature, it was necessary for hita examine first his
abilities, and see what objects his understandisgor is not fitted to deal
with.

This critique of the rational faculty to make a sad judgmentis a

methodological prudence, when faced with an ontikeal impossibility of

this kind.




Philo??, as we may recall, belonged to a widespread sifthic
current which prevailed among the Hellenized cirslef the Jewish

community living in Egypt at the beginning of th€hristian’s era.

Members of thiese circles were infused with thelldric culture
surrounding them, and tried hard to achieve a softa Judeo-

Hellenistic cultural concordance and harmony!

The Biblical Book “Wisdom of Solomon” {see for exarte (XI, 17)
composed in Egypt bears clearly this Hellenic indince, since it asserts
blatantly, that matter existed eternally, insteatileing created by God as

all the Monotheistic books affirm

We found even certain apologetics Jews who wenfaass to
sustain that; since thé/lonotheistic tradition of Israelwas far older
than theGreek’s traditions it wasHomer and Plato who borrowed from

the works ofMosesand the Prophets of Israel!

In his writings, Philo combined Hellenistic thoughwith the belief

in Scripture. A pattern which will be emulated latby St. Pauland St.

Justin (c. 100-165 A.D.J==5 The latter, being an old astute philosopher,

before converting to Christianity.

22 |n 40 CE he was a member of the Jewish deputatiwhich traveled to Rome and met with the Emperor igala concerning
anti-Jewish riots in Alexandria.



Since the writings of Philo comprise a legal expiisn, a
philosophical interpretation and a commentary oned@oRA#, \We may

conclude that;

11%

The Idea thatGod’s word was createid aphilo’s heresywish predates by mor

than seven centuries, its echo among tdeslim Mu'tazlites and their Jewish

colleagues; the Karaites!

End

To Ge followed Gy part 6



